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Dear Sir or Madam: 
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1. REAL PARTY IN INl'EREST 

Ihe i<;al p£Uty ii^ inteivst is Intcrnatiot <i! I^h c X'.ichuios Corp. oiWrmunk Kt'x\ York 
h> xutuv^ of mi a^si^Mimem from the inxentoi(s) rccoided m tJic L'.S. Pateni and Trademark Office 
on September 25. 200 i at Reel No. 014553, Frame No, 0437. 



APPEAL BRIEF I NDKR 37 C.F.R. § 4L37 



-I- 



II. KFLAI m APPEALS AN» INFLRI ) HI NC FS 

There arc no appeals, jnferfcrenci^-. Oi ijur J proceedings known to '\p]K'!lan', Uu* 
Appeilaiit's legal rcpicsenuti\e, or Ass<gaec. which ira\ be related U\ JirociK vUicct. Iv dixcctl\ 
alTected by. or have a hearing on the decisioii by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences in 



Claimss i-li feave been rejeetedv Appeal k taken ^mtfi^^r^^ 1-15. 

IV. STATUS OK A \»M)\ii Ms 

No amendment'^ v\crc filed Mib-eu ' lo iK 'i.<)i Otilcc jcuon dated Ms 18. 20(!b 

V. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

j 'k pK'sent inxcnrioti is dircoied h-, " i -^s'em and method for determining the number of 
i () pioducts supported by the persona! computer' (pg 2, in. 22 to pg. 3. In. 1) A "memor, 
nuKluie (\\hich is insttUled on each 1/0 panel card) h programmed at the time of manufacture 
based on the specific 1/0 connectors installed on the L'O panel. Once the VO pane! is installed in 
the machine, the conlems of the [memor>' modiilel is tead by the software mk\ toi':> the M^ftwaie 
the exact L'O connector conngurauon of that particular i'O pancr' (pg. (k his 8-1 i I As a result, 
"[aj fanni> of drivers could be automaticalK downloaded at one time . . [andj would be 
available to the user, even if the specific UO device was installed later. This would be 
particularfy advantageous for situations where there would be a web connection available at 



in. 




configiuatioii hn^c. but noi available (or onls low speed comwcttoa availablci v^hcn partjculai 
deviceii aie added (such ias a mobile eBviroiimenl)" (pg. 7, ^-'y)- 

Independent claim 1 iccUcs a nKib^vd for autornaikaliy detcrBiining d coi)figui.ition of an 
1/0 connector pane!, ^Hie method inciudes providing information aboiu the capaliUiTics of the I/O 
connector panel (12) to a memorj' (202) within the I/O comiector panel (12) (102). S(%\ e g.. pg, 
3. Itis. 17-21 vv \hi 2^Topg 4, In. 2: pg. 4 Jus 8-9: pg 6. Ins 3-lhllgs I be method 
also includes examining ihe intormalion iu the memorj (202) (104). See, e.g.. pg, 4, his. 2 and 
6-8; pg. 6, Ins. 9-11; l^jg^. 2-3. llie method further includes downloading at least one dri\eT to a 
system coupled to the 1^0 connector panel ( 12) based upon the examined information (1 06). See, 
e.g. pg, 4. Ins. 2-4 and 9-1 1 ;:Hp. 2r3.: 

fodependem claim 5 recites an TO connector panel. The VO connccior panel (12) 
includes a plurality of I/O connectors (204). Si^e, e,g.. pg. 3. his, ^ 8-1 pg. .5, Ins. 20-21; pg. 6, 
!ns 7-^>. n-1 4. and 1 1 ^Ig 2. 1 he I O ci^nnector pane! (12) also includes a memory (202) 
coTUaining infornuUiou abotii the capabilities of the VO connector pane! < 12). wherein, when the 
memory (202) is examined, at least one driver can be dowiiloadcd lo a system coupled to the I/O 
connector panel (12). See. e.g., pg. 1 Ins. 17-21 : pg, 3, In. 23 to pg. 4, in. 4; pg, 4, Ins. 6-1 U pg. 

Independent claim 10 recites a processing system. The processing system nicludc- ^ core 
PCfuncuonfiO). See. e,g . i^r \U< ^Jns ^^-11 and 1 5 21. Hg 1 I ho ptov.c.s;ng 

system also includes at ica^ft one h'O connector panel (12) coupled to the core VC function (It)} 
See, e.g., pg, X Ins. 9-10; pg. 4, Ins. 8-1 1 and 1.547; Fig. 1. The at least one I/O comiector panel 
(12) includes a plurality of VO connectors (204). Sev, e.g.. pg. 3, Ins. 18-19; pg. 5. Ins. 20-2i ; 



pg 6. In^ 7-9, P M. md 17 18: Fig. 2. In aJdhion, the al least unc J iouDwCiot panol (I'^l 
indudes amemon {H)^) containing infbrmaiion about the capabilities of tlie I/O cfmnector pane! 
(12) wherein, when the memory \2d2) is examined, at least one driver can be dovviiloaUed to a 
s>istem coupled to the I/O connector panel (12). See, e.g., pg. 3, kw. 17-21: pg. 5« hi. 23 to pg. 4, 
In. 4; pg, 4, Ins. 6-11; pg. 6. Ins, 3-11; Figs. 2-3. 

indepcnacnt ciaun 1 4 recite^ n Pioccssin;? system Die pioces^ng ssMoni uicbiJos i coje 
PC inncUon (10) Sec. . e . pg ?, Ins. 7-10; pg. 4. his j and 15-21; Fig. 1. The piocosMng 
.ssstcm aiio mcludes a plurality of I/O connector panels (12a, 12b) coupled to the core 
function (10). See. e.g„ pg. 3. Ins. 9-10: pg. 4. Ins, 8-11 aiid 15-17; Fig, 1, Each of ihe pkiralitj' 
of 1/0 connector panels (12) includes a plui-ality ofVO conncctof? {204l Sec. e g , pg. Ins, 
^ ins ''0-2 L pp 6. his 7-9. n-14. and 17-18, lig 2 \.\lit50uolh t\'icb of tiic 
plurality of I/O connector pancb (12) inohKics an FiniOM (202) conuiunuy inJomumon about 
tlic capahiliues of tlie I/O connector panel (12), wherein, whvn the memor>' (202) is examined, at 
least one driver can be downloaded to a system coupled to the I/O connector panel (12). Sec, 
t'g, pg. 3, Ins. 17-21; pg. X In. 23 to pg. 4. In. 4; pc 4, ins 6-11, pg 6. Ins ^-1 L Figs 2-3 
Furthermore, each of the pluralit) o^'I'O connects pcuu-is (P) sncUalcs eonrccior logic \2Vo) 
coijpleJtotbeIFROK'U2{)2)tui ro di^tiibjLon Vl < - pg 3,1ns 12-iodt'd 19-21. hg 2 

VI. GROl NDS OF RE.H?:< 1 AON TO BF KRVIKV^ EO ON APPEAL 

1 'Xppdiiaut K'quesis tevicw as To claims }, 7-iO, fm.1 12 an.i tlu-u toiection 
under 35 IIS.C. § 102(e) as benig anticipated b> ILS. Fal. No 6.068, ^7(^ to Vv..ug cl al 
(hBteinallir "Wangr^ 



2. ApivUant icqncv- ieMCv> as lo claims 2, 6, M. and i4-}S ,md then it';csno.i 
under 35 U.S.C 5> \i)\{'d) as Dcmg unpatentable iner Wang m ^ievv of Japane<?e Pat. Pub. No. 
200M 17835 to Shinohara et aL (hereinafter "Shinohara 0. 

1 . Claims 1, 5, a»d 1 0 Am Not Anticipated B> Wang 

Clai-tn 1 recites a method for automalically determining a conflguriuion of an I O 
connector panel The metliod includes providing informaiion about the capabilities of tlic I/O 
connector pane! to a memor.- within the I/O connectoi pane!, examuuiv the Tjfi-nnation sIk- 
mcm<>rN, and Jownloatlniu .it least oi?c driver to a s>vStem <.oup!ed to the I 0 eomKCtoi panei 
based lipon the examined uiionnaLu.in. 

Wang docs not disclose, teach, oi j^uggcsi UV claimed siibjtci tnarter 

Wang is direefcd to sy<;{eni and method ^vhlch automciticalK 'oeates and loads a device 
driver in a coraputei for a penpheral device attached to the computed i^ol I, ins. M-l 1 of Wang), 
In Wang, v\ben a peripheral device is connected to a computer, "the peripheral de\ic€ provHaes 
unique identitlcation data to the computer to which it is connected. The computer then obtains a 
URL aaare;,s, \shich the nianufacturer of the pciiphcral device pre\H->nsix ^ct up to cotitaHi ih.* 
duice dn\ei .-otic-spopdinL lo the peripiicrai de\ice, based on the obtained idemulcation data 
h oin ti>e penrheral de% ice I iten. the obtained I JRL address containing the device driver for the 
peripheral device is accessed. The device driver is then downloaded from the accessed llRi, 
addre.ss aid installed in the computer'" (col. 2, ins, 28-37 of Wang). To obtain the URL address, 
Wang teaches that eitbci "the peripherai device hself provide.s the URL address data within its 
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idcraitlcatioii daia provided to the computer ' or "the computer couUjnis a dat^lba^^o at Icasi 
correlating different identificaltoa data to VRl addicsses * {col. 2, !ns. 45-49 of Wang). 

the capdbi liti es oi the I/O c onnectoi jxmUu^ a nicmon m&ia the I O 
c onnector panel" 

Wang docs not disclose, teach, or suggest -'providmg mfonnation about the capabilities ot 

the I/O connector panU to a memor>' withm the i O connector panel," as tccjted m ciaun I In 

the final Office action, the Examiner states 

iwi et )1 leach pjovjdmg niformation \\ Rl Jatibast a^^soc^aScd "^ith 
pt'iphciai d^sKt, (JcuffKation data m coi 1 \mc ol to col 4, mt 4] about the 
oapabiUucs jpcnpi'eial de\icc identification d<>ta including a model, a t>pe, and/or 
a debciiptton oi tlw pcuphcral device to be attached to a connectoi, fig. 3, col 4 
Imes ^0-60| oi the i O connectoi panel to a niemoi-j [I'RL database 13 m fig 2] 
v\ 5th the i/0 connector panel . . . 

(Jui> 1 8 ''006 final Olfict action, pg 3) 



The Bxtimmer also asserts; 

Wang provides l^RL databa-^^. (mformatton) Mored i.i 5 Rl database 13 in 
unnpvU'i i panuhng a oil rah^^ o \ 0 .oni ectoi^ Hic VllL database infomiation 
js rssociat^d wiih per pi s i.nt ir Uion data mcluding a moJel a type, 

and or ade-scnption oi the p^npneiai device to be attached to a comiecioi 

{Dccembei 7, 2005 final Office action, pg, 9) 

Bastd on the Examiner's comments, it appears that the hxammcr is construing -'the 1/0 
connector panel" recited m claim 1 to be a computer AWiough tite I xaminer \h entitled to a 
reasonabb bioad inteipietation oi tlic claim terms, the F\ammet cannot select an n-itcrpraation 
tba IN eo^ln'^ tn the accepted mcarma ot a tcim h\ thobc of otdmar^ skdl m ihc n 'jhe 
hroc.Je'^t icaso labie mteipretauon of the elainis mu-,t bo eim^stcnt w Uh tbt m upi ^latum that 



■(,' 



those sldlied in the art ^^ouid reach," MPi P ^ 211 K atmg /n,c t i>r!N<:hi^ 1 VM i 3? \ 1 '^^'^'K 
4911SPQ2d 1464, 1468 (Fed. Cir. 1999). 

Vcr the j:xammer to argue thai the '1 O connccior panel" incited in claim I convsy^ondN 
to Wang's "computer 1" is 8impi> inconsistent with the interpretation that those skilled in the ml 
would reach, in addition, claim i spedficaliy recites "downloatiing at icast one dt-ivei' lo a 
■system cou ple d to ti^c ! O connector panel,'" which ck-arh disiin<_au.5hos a ■■-s^sToni"" fu-iu an "i/O 
connector panel" that is conpled thereto. Hence "computci i" in W ang caTinot bo construal a.s 
disclosing the *i'0 connector panel" recited in claim 1 . 

Although Wang does disclose a local port 1 i to which a periphcia! dc\ ice 2 ks coTincctcd, 
Wang does not disclose "a memory within the I/O connector panel," as recited in claim 1. In 
particular, as illustrated in Figure 2 of Wang, URL database 13, which the Exmnmer has 
construed as disclosing the "mcmor)" recited in claim 1, is conipleie!) ^cptmtte froni 'ocai port 
11. FurdKr, it i-^ not fnhcronl ih,!* TRl database 13 is within local port 11 because \\'ang 
specilicalK states that t-,cu thou^iii ^'UK! database 13 . . , [is] shown in FIG. [2| a part of the 
computer 1, , . . [it] cm also be m external dauibase'' (col. 3. ins. 61-63 of Wang). Thus, "URL 
database 13'' in Wang camot be construed as disclosing "a men>or>' within the I/O connector 
panel" recited in claim 1 . 

'ITierefoi-e, W^ang fails to disclose, teach, or suggest ^'providing information ahoul the 
capabil ities of the ft) coaaieetor jsanel to a jpemory within the I/p eotineetor |>a^ 
elaim L 



i\){n) Ihe bxammerbas not e^jlahlished ani ici nation uroci J SC UC 



^ntiOiP^tiO'i under "5 U.H C. § 102 leqiatcs the disclosuic m a ^m^l' p^Xi^ of pnoi aa oi 
tach jnac\ei> Uniitation of 4 claimed mvcnlion fSfv c g , ElcctrtiJVkd S >-^ ^ ^ ^__^oopei 
Life Sciences . 34 F 3d H)48, 32 lI.S.P.Q.2d 1017, 101^ (Fed. Cir. H94)), I he Bxaminer has 
failed to sliow that tlie element discussed in s»ection (A)(i) above is disclosed in Wang. 

Therefore, claim J, and the claims tb&t depend Iherefrom, are not anticipated by Wang. 
Gi^en that claims 5 and 10 each recite eicments similar to those of claim L claims ^ and 10, and 
the claims that depend thcrefram, arc not anticipated by Wang for at least the same reasons. 

2, Claims 1, 5, 10, and 14 Are Patentable Over Wang in View of Shinohara 



Claim 1 recites a method for ^nK>rn;ii!cail> aeu-rn^inisu; a con figuration of an I/O 
connector panel. The meihod includes providing information aboui the capabilities of the 1/0 
connector panel to a memory within the I/O connector panel, examining tiie information in the 
memor>', aiui downloading at least one driver to a system coupled to tlie I/O connector panel 
based upon the examined mformation. 

Wang and Shinohara do not, alone or in combination, disclose, teach, or suggest the 
clAiM siib|eot m^ler. 

Wang is directed to "a system and method which automatically locates and hv.\d^ a Uov toe 
di ivcf in a computer fo- a peripheral ic' ^tt.^dxxl to the computer" { col. 1 . Ins. 0-1 \ of Wang). 
In Wang, when a peripheral device is connected to a computer, "the periphcrdi desiee provides 
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unique idontilication data to $hc compuier to uhich it is aninected. The computa then ohta-iis a 
URL address, which the infmufacuirer of the peripheral device prc\iouj>l> .set up to contain tiie 
device driver corresponding to the peripherai device, based on the obtained idcntiikation data 
from the peripheral device. Then, the obtained URL address conuuning the device drner fui T-k 
pcr;phcT'al device i<; accessed. The device dnver is then downloaded iVom ilu' .uceNscJ \>iU 
address and iiihiaikd in the computer'^ (coi, 1. his. 28-37 of Wang). To obtain die 1 IRL address, 
Wang teaches that either "Mhe peripheral device itself provides the URI. address data whhin its 
identification data provided to the computer" or "the compiiter contains a database at least 
con-clating different identification data to URL addresses" (col, 2, Ins. 45-49 or'%''angV 

Shinohara h directed to a '"printer, information system, mid control information instailing 
method" (Title of Shinoh.^ra) \p Shinohara, '^aj printer 10 wlvnh cm be connected to a user 
host connected to a I AN 210 is eqiiipped with a network interface card 110 for communicating 
with the user host, a Hash ROM 1 18 stored with a URL indicating the location of driver software 
executed by the user host to eomrol the printer lOL and a CPU 120 which sends the lUlL to tlie 
user host at a request from the user host. The user host is able to dowoiioad the driver sofcrare 
by accessing the URL through tJie Internet" (Abstract of Shinohara), 



As discussed above in Section {A){i\ Wang doe:> not disclose, teach or su[-.'e.^t 
"prcnuJiiig uiformoition dhoui rhc Cc^pabilides of the i/0 connector pane! to a memorv within the 
!''<) coiuifctof paid," as recited m claim 1. 




sbinob.ua duLt. no{ cure the deficiencjcs of U^ang. In particuiar, Shmohata iaiis to 
dHcio^e, toath, oi NUggcsi, and the Exaramer im^ not cited any passage of Shitiohara as 
liisciosing. teaching, or suggesting, ^'providing information about the capabilities of the I O 
connector panel to a memoiy witiiin the 1/0 connector panel," as recited in claim I, 

Therefore, even if Wang and Shinohara wer*j combined, the combination w<uild ncfUicr 
te^ich nor vt^^^vsi "providing information about the capabilities of the I/O connector panel to a 
niemor> v%ithin the I/O connector panel," as recited in claan 1 , 

{B){ii) The Hxamincr has not established &. prima JhcKC^.9t^sMkmmS: 

fc cMablish a prima faae case of obvuuisncs-, ihc i Nj-n-mn mu^i make thice hjsic 
shovNings. Fust, there must be 3ome suggestion or nwiivauon. eitticr tn ihe vctences ot in ihe 
prior knos\ ledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the relcrence or 
to combine refi*r$nce teachings. Second, there must he a reasonabie expectation of success, 
Finally, the prior ail reference (or references when combined) must leach or suggest all the claim 
limitarions. Ihc teaching oi sv<<inM^ n to n.<ik- cL^imeJ combii^aHon :nd the tca^onable 
expectation of success must botii be iound in tlic puor art, and not based ou Applicam\ 
disclosure .s\v c . In rc Vaec k, 047 F 2d 488, 30 l)SPQ2d 1438 (l^ed. Cii. 1991)^ 

Smce the Px.unmci has tailed to make tne ihicc Kjsic shov-tngs no pnma foiw cd'^c of 
ob\iousness has been established. Ilierefore, claim K and the clairn^i that depend therefrom, are 
puteniable over ^^ang in view of SJhinohara. Given that claims 5 and 10 each recite clement.s 
similar to those of clami ! , elaims ^ and 10, and the claims that depend therefrom, are patentable 
over W$ng in View of Shinohara &r at least the same reasom. 
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(C) Claim 14 

CiMm 14 fccitc^ ;i pnHx-ssing s>slcm that inc!udt,\s a cojc !'C iunciitm asul d plaraUn of 
I'O connector paruLs ci>upkd to ihe core PC function, each of tlit; pkuauU' of I O connector 
pfinels comprising a plurality of I/O connectors, an FIEROM containing infuniiaUon about the 
capabilities of the VO connector panel, wherein, when the memot^ is examined, at least one 
dri\er can ho JossnSoaLled ui a s>siera coupled to the 1/0 connector panel, and connector logic 
coupled to ilie f'^ROVl for I'O distribution. 

\\ ang and ^hinoltara do not, atone or in combination, disclose, teach, or suggest the 
claimed subject matter. 

Wang h directed to "a svstcm and method winch auujmuticaily locales and loads a device 
dri\'er in a computer for d peripheral device attached to the compviter" (col. L Ins* 9-1 1 of Wang). 
In Wai>g, v^.'hen a peripheral device is connected to a computer, "the peripheral device provides 
imique identification data lo the computer to which it is connected. The computer then obtains a 
DRL addi-es?, v>hich the manufacturer of the peripheral device previously set up to contain the 
device driver corj-espotuling to ihe peripheral device, based on the obtained identification data 
froKi the peripheral device. ITien, the obtained URL address containing the device driver ibr the 
peripheral device is accessed. The device driver is then doVf-nloaded from the accessed URL 
address and instaiicd in the computer" (col 2, ins. 28-37 of Wang), 'lo obtain the I R! adJu-?^, 
Wang teaches thai cither "the peripheral device i-^c^f ^Hi^ ulfb the I Kl tMr^b^ data within iis 
identification data provided to the computer' or '-the comp'^ci conlams u daiaKi^c at least 
correlating different identification datd to URL addnjsses" (col. 2. Ins. 45-49 of Wang), 
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Shinobara dircL-tcd to a "printer, infonnanon system, and couiroi inicmnatu'ji uisialiniL' 
method'' ( Ihlc of Shinohara). In Shinobara, "[aj printer 10 which can be connected to a user 
host connected to a I AN 210 is equipped mth a net^?vork interface card 1 10 for communicating 
wilit the user host, a flash ROM US stored ^vith a URL indicating ihe locatiois ordn\c- .^<>lv\ ^k> 
executed by tiic use? host to oo:itio! the printer lOi, jnd a C?\ 120 w^jch -cnos the f Rl to tho 
user host at a request lioiTi the user host, Fhc ii.>>er host ts able to iiov\i\!oad :hu d:i\ci somva-c 
b\ accc;.sing the URL tlii-ough the Internet" (Abstract of Shinobara). 

(C)(i) Wan ^ does not disclose, teach, or s u ggest '^each o f the piuraiitv of VP 
con nector panels comprising • . . a n BHROM containing inform ation about 
the eapabilities of the 1/0 contiector paiel'- 

Wang does not disclose, teach, or suggest '*each of tlie plurality of I/O connector panels 
comprising ... an EEROM coniatAing information about the capabilities of the I'O connector 
panel, * as recited in cUuin 1 4. In the final Oftlco <ictioM, \hc I vanijuei -tatc^ 

\\ ang et ai toach . , a pharaiit) of I'O connocioi panels [e.g.. motherboard 
of ct>mputer 1 ha\ ing a panel for network interface cards, a panel for display 
cards, a parte! tor a printer, a sciuiner, etc. ha\inii a plurality of connectors in col. 
!, :ine^ LVIG] coupled 5o the .ore fuui-(^r v^b of the plurality of I/O 
eounecior panels coiup i-'ni^ <i jVuuii't} 1 ^' ^o.Mi.^i'u^ [col 1, lines 13-16] 
about the eapabihtie,^ [petipheral device idetitificaUon data including a tiiodcl, a 
type, and'Or a description of the peripheral device to be attached to a connector, 
tig. 2, col 4, lines 30-oOJ of the I/O connector panel, wherein, when tlic memory 
i!y examined [col 5, hues 1-6], at least one driver can be dowiioadcd [col 5. lines 
6-1 5 i to a s>siem [operating system in col 1, lines 25-27] coupled to the I'O 
connect or panel . . . . 

Wang et a! teach the memory storing a ITRL database indicating a location 
of a device dri\er to be downloaded However, Wang ei al docs not explicitly 
disclose the nicin.-\ 1 ^ s-c f ^rn ^^TPROM SiMsinha-a >,t U-ich i rut-mon 
in the form of f I ROh\ R( stoang a I Rt Kiaaannr <i location ot a 

device driver to be du^vnloaded, Ihcreloie, it would have been obvioui.- to uuc of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention \%as made lo include memory in 
the form of EEROM in order to increa.se flexibility to easily adapt adds or changes 
of the URI databaije of manufacturers of peripheral devices. 
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(July 18. 2006 titiai Office action, pgs. 5-6). 

The fim p;is<;u'e of \\ an;:; v.itcd H sfn.' fx uninet states- 

Computer iisci^ oflcn pidck.se pcnphei<ii dcMCCN iv ric ^^uatbcu to thcu 
computers. Common examples ot\s«ch penplicral device^ l^k j pi.ntjt, a i. 1> 
vvriler, scanner, network -ntu-facf caids, displaj caids, eic. 1 SCJ 1 sb(A\s a 
compLiiC! 1 ^^ith a pcnpheml tk-xkc ?. attached thcicto, the pciipherai device 2 is 
ai^o actduipanxvi by Miftuare 1 {o Ix mstaUed in the computer 1- The soltwarc 3 
ukIuJl's a device drher so that Iho computer I can pnsperl} diive aiui operate the 
pennheral device 2. 

I, ins \} Z\ of Wan^:), Ikno;, as seen irom above, nowhere docs the csted pa^^sagc 
disclose, teach, oi suggesi -'computer 1 having a panel for network interlace cards, a panel for 
display cards, a panel for a pilnter, a scanner, etc. having a plurality of connectors,'' as asserted 
by the EiXHmineri 

Applicant respectfully submits that the Examiner cannot simply cotsclude that 

"computer 1" in Wang includes '"a panel for network mtcrface cards, a panel for display cards, a 

panel for a printer, a scanner, etc " ( Jnde? MP-- P $ ^ ! 

To csiablish inherency, the extnn.si<. cMvkui.e "must make clear that the 
missing descriptive matter is necessarily rresern m the thing described in the 
reierencc, and tliat it would be so recognized b> persons of or(imar\ skiii. 
lnherene>, ho\\e\cr. may not he established by probabilities or pussihilines. The 
nitic tact that a certain ihinc nia) result from a given .set of tucrmstanoes is not 
safficK-m'- /» n RohcrfMnK 16» V ?d 745. 4<) T.S.P Q :d ]'>VK 1950-51 
(Fed. Gir, 1999). 

(M P.E.P, § 210.^.07, 8th ed., 5th rev,). Persons of osdinarv ski! I in the art \vi!i readils recognize 
that it is not necessar>' for "computer 1" in Wang to include "a panel for network interface cards, 
a panel for display cards, a panel for a printer, a scanner, etc.,'' as as.scrted by the ! Examiner. 

In addition, even assuming argwnentatively that "computer 1 " in Wang did inchide "*a 
panel for network interface cards, a panel lor display cards, a panel for a printer . . it does not 



necessau!> iolknv that each panel has "a plurjhtj of eoimectors," as asscitod bx \hc I ^an.uia 
In feet, if each peripheral device had its o\\n dedicated paneU then each panel 5,houid on!> 
include one connector tor connecting to the particular peripheral device. 

Further, as noted in section (AHi) above, 'VIU database \r in Wang cannot be 
construed as disclosing the "EEROMr which is part of the "J/O connector paneU'^ as recited in 

claim l'!,boo<iu.e ^'URf database 13" is Hiujitratcd and Jcsuibed o<^ being compitich .-opauue 
fronj -local poit ! 1 ^* and W aag cxpresisiy states that 'VRi daialMse L"' doc» not even ha\e lo be 
located wiihin "Gomputer 1 

Moreen tr, claim 14 recites that "each of the plurality of I/O connector panels conipiii[os] 
... an FEROM containing information about the c-apabillties of the I/O connector panel'" In 
contrast, Wang only dcsaibes: a '''MML clafab##13i/' 

Therefore, Wang fails to disclose, teach, or suggest ''each of the plurality of I/O connector 
panels comprising ... an EEROM containing intbmiation about the capabilities of the I/O 
connector panel," as recited in claim !4> 

(G)(ii) Shtnoham does not cure tfee deMgjings.ofWaBg 

Shinohara does not cure the deficiencies of Waag. In particular. Shinohara fails to 
disclose, teach, or .suggest, and the pAamincr has not cited any passage of Shinohary its 
di.sclosing, teaching, or suggesting, "each of the pluraliiy oflO connector panels comprising . , , 
an F:ERO^i containing information about the capabilities of the I/O connector patid," as recited 



riitifeforc. even i! Wang aiiti Shimjhara v\ere combined, the ct^snbniation would ncdh<M 
tc.u-h nov suggest ''each of the pUsraliiy oJ VO connector panels compriisiug ... ait HFROM 
containing mfonnation about the capabilities of the !/() connector pancL'' as recited in claim 14. 

To establish a prima facie case of obviousness, the Examiner must make tha^' basic 
showings. Fii-st. there must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the reCerences or in Uic 
prior knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the to modit> the reference or 
to combine rt-fctctKX teachings SeoonJ. there mm'^ he a re.iM>i)able expectation of sucoebS. 
hnally, the prior art reference (or references \shen combined} nnis* leach or syggesi a!i the cialm 
limhations. The teaching or suggestion to make the claimed combination and the reasonable 
expectation of success mt?st both be found in the prior art, and not based on Applicant's 
disclosure. {See, fare Vaeck , ^47 F.2d 488, 20 rSPQ2d 1438 (Fed, Cir, 1991}). 

Since the Examiner has failed to make the thnje basic showings, no prima fade case of 
oh\ ioitsness iias been ostabli^bcd. I horefore, claim 14, and the claims that depend therefrom, arc 
patentable over Wang In view of Shinobara. 



CONCIJJSION 

Oil the basis of ihc above remarks. Appellant respectfolly subniite thai the final rtjcc 
should be reversed. 

Respect lui ly siihn utt od, 
SAWYFR LAW ClROLiP LIP 

Dated: February 5. 2007 ^^^^T-^- 

Btki C. M ing 
Atlomc\ ftir <\ppciLint{j;) 
Reg. No. 47 J97 
(650)475-1449 
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Attefis^ Docket: RPa920030a89USl/28S9P 

CLAIMSAPFINDIX 

1 . { ?rc\ lousiy Pu'sjntcxf! \ method for automatically determining a conl!guraiK>n of an \ O 
ednneclof paiiel tiie method comprising: 

pK>\ idhg information about the capabilities of the VO connector panel to a niemor)- within 
the I/O connector pEBfiel; 

exajnining the vtifbrrnation in the memoty: and 

dox^-nloading at ijast une driver to a system coupled to tiie i-'O connector panel bAScd upon 
tlie exammed infemiation, 

2. (Origiiiai) The ipthod of claim 1 , whemin the memoty comprises an BEROM , 

3. {Oriyinai) Thf method of claim L wherein the doxMiioading step is prox'ided by softwai'e 
that is indept'ndcnt of the tj'pe of I/O connector panel. 

4. (Original) 'Hie method of claim 1 , wherein the system includes a core PC function block. 

5. (Ptc\ioasiy Pa'sejited) An I'O connectoi panel comprising: 
a piuralit\' of I/'O connectors; and 

a memoty containing information about the capabilities of the 1/0 connector panel wherein, 
^\hen tl^e memoiy is examinal, at least one driver can be dovf-nload^d to a system coupled to the 
l^conne#orpahel 



b. (Originai) I'he connector panel of ciaini 5 wherein the nicnioiy coinptiM.-^ m \ I R( »M 



7, (Original) llie connector panel of claim 3, wherein the system includes a core PC function 

mm. 

8, (Original) '! he connector panel of clainii 5, ilirdicr curnprisc? cotinecUir logic ci)upk\i to tl^e 
memory' for I/O distribution. 

9, (Original) The connccui! panel ofclaim 5. wherein ti^e ni^ino!\ contamtn ^mributes ofthe 
I/O connector panel and attributes of each connector itisUiUcd on the connector panel, 

Ul {^mvmmly Presented) A processing system comprising: 
a core PG fimclion; and 

al least one I/O contiector panel coupled iv"^ the tore P( ' functivM^, the at least one I'D 
connector paiiel comprising: a plurality of i/0 connectors and a memory containing hifon-nation 
about the capabilities of the 1/0 connector panel, wherein, when the memory Is examined, at least 
one drixer can be downloaded to a system coupled to the 1/0 connector panel. 

1 1 , (Original) The processing system of claim 1 0, wherein the memory cotnprises an EEROM. 

m. (Original) The processing systeiii of clmiia 10, ibrther compri^s connectoi- logiij eotipled to 
i^e m^hKMfy fbr I;^ distribufei. 
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1 3. h it;inai) ! lie proces'.mg system of claim 10. vsherein the nicn^ory contains atn !bute<: oi 
the I'O connector panel and attributes oi'each connector InstallcJ on the I O connector panel 

14. (Pi-eviously Pft^entcd) A processing system cotuprising: 

a core PC fiinction; and 

a pluralUy oi VO comiecior paBeL coupled to the core PC' hjaciiou, each of tht? pluralit> of 
1/0 connector paiiels compming 

a pluf ality of I/O connectors, 

an EEROM containing information <iboitt the capabiliiie- ihe 1 O connector panel, 
whereiTj, when the memor>' is examined, at least one driver can be doxvnloaded to a s\stem 
coupied :o the I'O connector panel <md 

eoraieetof logic coupled to the EEROM lor i/0 distribution; 

15. (Original) The processing systan of claim 14, wherein the moin<^rv contains <)tlriht5tcs of 
the 1/0 connector panel aiid attributes of each connecior installed on the I/O comicctur panel 
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RELATED PKOC i^:EDtN<;S AFt^i NDIX 

None 



